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Recommendations

2od Meeting of the EU-Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiII)

Stabilisation and Association Committee

Sarajevo, 3l May 2017

EU integration process

. BiH should remain focused on the implementation of the Reform Agenda.

. BiH has to further improve its alignment with common foreign and security policy (CSFP).

C oordination mec h anism

. BiH is encouraged to make the coordination mechanism fully functional in view of providing

coordinated positions on the country's EU integration path.

o All standing delegations for the joint EU-BiH bodies under the SAA need to be nominated in
line with the agreed coordination mechanism.

o BiH should send a single set of coordinated quality answers to the Commission's

Questionnaire for the preparation of the Opinion on the country's application for EU
membership.

. The Commission recalled the SAA requirement for the country to prepare and adopt a

programme of legal approximation with the EU acquis.

Pu blic Administration Reform (PAR)

o BiH needs to ensure political support at all levels of government to agree on the scope of the
new country-wide public administration reform strategic framework 2017-2020 (PAR SF),

and advance with its finalisation and adoption.

o BiH should also agree on a country-wide public financial management strategy which is one

of the eligibility criteria for sector budget support under IPA II. The submission of a mature

draft by Juily 2017 would be necessary for the preparation of possible budget support under
rPA 2018.

o BiH is encouraged to establish for both strategies a performance-based monitoring and

reporting system as well as a strong and clear sector coordination mechanism to ensure

efficient monitoring and implementation.

o BiH authorities are invited to ensure wide consultations with the relevant stakeholders, the

civil society as well as the donor community.

. BiH needs to ensure that at all levels of govemment any further changes to the civil service
legislation will provide for transparent and merit-based recruitment and career development in
the civil service and will not increase the risk of politicisation of the civil service.



Rule of law

o BiH is invited to convene as soon as possible the Ministerial Conference overseeing the

implementation of the Justice Sector Reform Strategy and Action Plan, with a view to
establishing an efficient monitoring and reporting system.

o BiH is urged to finalise the draft Law on BiH Courts in line with recommendations of the

Structured Dialogue on Justice.

. The High Judicial and Prosecutorial Council (HJPC) and other relevant authorities are

encouraged to ensure effective follow-up of the peer reviews.

o BiH has to move forward with the judicial reform in line with the EU requirements, including
through the revision of the HJPC legal framework.

o BiH will have to reform the execution procedure laws to reduce effectively the utility-cases
backlog in courts.

. BiH authorities are expected to implement the decisions of the Constitutional Court of BiH.

ICTY cooperation

o BiH is urged to revise the National War Crimes Strategy with a view to speeding up the

clearing of the war crimes backlog, notably by setting new timelines for completing the

processing of the most complex war crimes cases and by reinforcing the monitoring role of the

Supervisory Body.

Anti-corruption

o BiH needs to ensure the effective implementation and monitoring of the anti-comrption
shategic framework across the country, notably by adopting consistent action plans,

establishing prevention bodies (where not yet set up), strengthening coordination amongst

levels of governance and reinforcing prevention and monitoring bodies, providing them with
effective powers of enquiry.

o BiH should address the GRECO Recommendations, notably by revising legislation on

political parties' financing, the conflict ofinterest (including in the area ofasset declarations)

and protection of whistle-blowers.

o BiH needs to ensure the implementation of tougher penalties for comrption-related crimes in
order to achieve a more deterrent effect.

Fight against organised crime

o BiH needs to establish an efficient monitoring mechanism overseeing both the implementation

of the strategy on combating organised crime and the high number of action plans by BiH's
various law enforcement agencies.

o BiH has to strengthen the framework for inter-agency cooperation among law enforcement

bodies to allow for the establishment of specialised multi-agency investigation teams for
complex cases (involving organised crime, economic crime and comrption).

o BiH needs to improve regulation on mutual access to databases and the exchange of
information between law enforcement agencies and prosecutors' offrces.

o BiH has to further develop effective asset confiscation and recovery systems at all levels,

including capacity for conducting financial investigations, fully implementing adopted joint
minimum standards for assets seizure system in BiH, based on the EU minimum standards.

o BiH should develop a comprehensive overall strategic framework to address the issue of
cybercrime and cyber security threats.



BiH should put additional efforts to fully harmonise the legal framework on human trafficking
policy with the EU acquis.

Witness Protection and Covert ID policies should be further improved through developing

more efficient protection mechanisms for witnesses and police officers.

BiH has to strengthen efforts on countering the illicit trafficking of firearms by securing and

reducing the stockpiles of weapons and ammunition, harmonizing the legislation on civilian
possession of weapons, and improving the intelligence picture of illicit firearms trafficking,
pursuant to the Strategy and the Action Plan on illicit trafficking in firearms between the EU
and the South East Europe region (2015-2019).

BiH needs to ensure that policies to reduce drug demand are implemented effectively and that

drugs seized are destroyed.

BiH is encouraged to build up a credible track record of effective investigations, prosecutions

and final convictions in cases of comrption and of organised crime, including at high-level.

Human righ* and protection of minorities/Anti-discrimination

BiH needs to develop and adopt comprehensive and countrywide human rights and anti-
discrimination strategies as well as accompanying action plans.

BiH authorities are encouraged to ensure the effective implementation of the amended law on
prohibition of discrimination, in particular with regard to people belonging to vulnerable
groups, such as LGBTI persons, disabled persons or Roma.

BiH has to establish and make use of an adequate and reliable statistical data collection on

discrimination.

BiH needs to proceed. with implementing the ECTHR case law in Sejdi6-Finci and related

rulings (Zomi6,Pilav, Slaku).

BiH is urged to bring to an end the "two schools under one roof' practice, which is conducive

to etbnic segregation of pupils in schools and is in breach of the relevant 2014 ruling of the

BiH Federation entity Supreme Court.

Bih should ensure a harmonised, consistent, non-discriminatory, effective free legal aid system

across the country.

Ombudsman

BiH is urged to adopt an improved Ombudsman Law, in line with the Paris principles and the

recommendations from the Venice Commission, and to provide the Ombudsman with the

required financial and human resources to ensure the institutions structural financial
independence. It is necessary to introduce a more formalised appointrnent procedure and to

enhance the involvement of civil society. Its mandate should be extended to the National
Preventive Mechanism for the prevention of torture and ill-treatment.

BiH authorities need to ensure adequate follow up and investigation of hate crimes targeting in
particular members of the LGBTI community and human rights defenders, also by

establishing a data collection mechanism and harmonising legislation.

BiH is encouraged to allocate for specific budget to implement the 2015-2018 action plan on

children, to promote the use of foster care and altematives to institutionalisation and to
promote and ensure the rights of persons with disabilities.

BiH should continue with the implementation of the Gender Action Plan and allocate adequate

funding, in particular for safe houses, as foreseen by legislation.
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Freedom ofexpression

o BiH is urged to ensure sufficient protection ofjournalists and an effective follow-up on cases

of threats to journalists.

o BiH needs to finalise the reform of the public broadcasting system, including securing the

funding of public broadcasters, harmonising relevant entity broadcasting legislation with the

state-level law, and securing political neuhality of the steering boards;

o BiH needs to adopt legislation on media and online media ownership transparency.

. BiH was urged to adopt and implement without further delays an adequate fee collection
model to ensure the financial sustainability and political independence of the Public
Broadcasting System that caters to all segments of society.

Roma

o BiH is invited to further enhance the socio-economic inclusion of the Roma minoriqr,
including through effective follow up to the operational conclusions of the Roma Inclusion
Seminar of June 2015.

o BiH authorities are encouraged to revise the Roma Action Plans under the Roma Strategy on
employment, housing and healthcare that expired in 2016, in line with the operational
conclusions from the 2015 Roma seminar, to secure adequate funding for the implementation
of the Action Plans and to ensure a speedy completion of the civil registration process of those

Roma at risk of statelessness.

Regional issues

o Regarding the Westem Balkan Six initiative for a 'Regional Economic Area', BiH is expected

to show constructive engagement in further developing the concept.

Economic criteria

o BiH needs to significantly improve its growth prospects by strengthening its capacity to

finance investments and implement structural reforms.

Reform agenda

o BiH is encouraged with regard to the implementation of the Reform Agenda to continue

delivering on socio-economic, rule of law and public administration reform maffers.

o BiH is urged to avoid any delays in adopting and implementing important reform elements

such as the law on excise duty, and to get the Extended Fund Facility Programme back on

track by swiftly completing all IMF prior actions.

ERP

o BiH needs to identi$ for the next ERP 2018-2020 a list of 15-20 reform measures that

correspond to common country-wide obstacles to competitiveness and growth.

o BiH should use the Reform Agenda, particularly its socio-economic part, as an inspiration and
good basis for a country-wide diagnostics and strategy to boost growth and competitiveness.

o BiH is encouraged to follow-up and implement the measures included in its 2017-2019
Economic Reform Programme and to implement the policy guidance set out in the
Conclusions of the Economic and Financial Dialogue of 23 May 2017.

4



Public finances

o BiH needs to improve the quality of fiscal governance, which is mainly driven by short-term

requirements leaving no room for growth oriented spending, such as infrastructure investment

or education.

o BiH should avoid building up payment arrears as this approach contributes to the country's
internal imbalances with very counterproductive effects for growth.

o BiH should avoid inefficient spending, by targeting of social spending, enhancing the

efficiency of public service provision and reducing overemployment in some parts of the

public administration, and increase its capacities for medium-term analysis and planning

which should also lead to improved medium-term policy formulation.

Statistic sl coo p erarto n

o BiH needs to adopt relevant legislation for the agricultural census.

o BiH should improve the provision of timely and exhaustive statistics, applying European and

international standards, in particular in macroeconomic statistics such as of national accounts,

government finance statistics and labour market statistics.

o BiH should ensure that NIPAC involves all relevant stakeholders in the programing process

and invite to IPA II events and trainings.

o BiH needs to implement the conclusions and recommendations of the 2d IPA Monitoring
Committee meeting of 15 March 2017 in Sarajevo.

o BiH should take the mid-term revision of the Indicative Strategy Paper as an opportunity to

unlock IPA funding in key sectors that have so far not been eligible due to lack of country-

wide strategies, such as on environment and agriculture.

o BiH authorities are encouraged to start drafting a new Sector Planning Document (SPD) for

the transport sector and update the SPDs on Democracy and Govemance, Rule of Law, as

agreed in the IPA monitoring committee.

o In view of the planned e20-30 million sector reform contract on employment under IPA 2018,

all levels of government in BiH have to work together on a countrywide employment strategy

as the basis for this programme. Both the countrywide PFM strategy and the employment

strategy have to be shared with the Commission before JuJy 2017 in order for the programme

to go ahead under IPA 2018.

o BiH is encouraged to proceed as soon as possible with the signature of the Financing

Agreement conceming IPA 2016.

o In order to ensure sufficient visibility of EU support, BiH authorities are encouraged to embed

communication plans and activities already in the stage of programming.

J freedom and securi

Judicial cooperation, Europol

o BiH is encouraged to proceed with the negotiation of a cooperation agreement with Eurojust

and aim to meet the set criteria as soon as possible.



o In the follow up to the Operational Agreement with EUROPOL of March 2017, Bi}I should

establish a fully operational single office as National Contact Point, deploy a liaison officer to
Europol and share all available information on foreign terrorist fighters and illicit firearms

trafficking with Europol.

Visa policy, border management, asylum and migration issues

o BiH is urged to take immediate action under the post-visa liberalisation monitoring

mechanism to address asylum abuses, notably by continuing public information campaigns

and implementing policies to improve social and economic inclusion of the most vulnerable
groups, including Roma.

o BiH needs to ensure that appropriate checks are carried out against persons applying for BiH
visas, in order to make sure they will not pose a threat upon entry.

o BiH should continue with the successful implementation of the Integrated Border

Management (IBM) policy and improve it, as necessary, through strengthening of the Joint

Risk Analysis Centre, border control capacity and migration management capacities.

Additional efforts are needed particularly in dealing with vulnerable groups and in regional

and international cooperation.

Police

o BiH is invited to improve the cooperation of its law enforcement agencies and safeguard their

operational and financial autonomy, free from political interference, including through

appropriate legislative measures at all levels of govemment.

Anti-money laundering

o BiH is urged to address its deficiencies regarding Anti Money Laundering/Counter Financing

of Terrorism by complying with the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) Action Plan and

recommendations, notably by adopting and implementing as soon as possible relevant

legislative and regulatory measures.

Anti-terrorism

. BiH is encouraged to

, closely cooperate within the Westem Balkan Counter-Terrorism Initiative (WBCTi)

process authorities and consider identiffing a single contact point/body;

' implement effectively the BiH Strategy for Preventing and Combatting Tenorism 2015-

2020 and its Action Plan and ensure the functioning of the Counter Terrorism Taskforce

(crrF);
r increase its efforts on prevention of violent extremism, notably by appointing a PVE co-

ordinator to ensure the appropriate focus and co-ordination across policies, such as in
education and in the prison system;

. create the conditions to enable the swift establishment of the Automatic Fingerprint

Identification System (AFIS).

o The EU is ready to assist BiH through the EU Radicalisation Awareness Network (RAN) to
support practitioners in addressing this issue.

Trade, , customs and taxation

Trade (WTO accession)

o BiH is encouraged to accelerate the WTO negotiations with the aim to finalise accession to

WTO if possible by the end of 2017.



A swift adoption of the amended Law on Internal Trade by the FBiH Parliament would be

welcome.

Free movement of goods

o BiH needs to ensure a better coordination and cooperation among all relevant institutional

bodies and stakeholders.

o BiH has still to adopt a countrywide Strategy for Quality Infrastructure.

. BiH is encouraged to further address the lack of a single economic space, including through

harmonised and coordinated industrial and SME policies in line with the priorities of the

Reform Agenda.

o In compliance with the joint conclusions of the Economic Reform Programme of 23 May

2017,BiH should simplifu, harmonise and ensure mutual recognition of business registration

procedures between entities, including concessions, licensing and allowing branch office

registration across entities.

o BiH is invited to introduce e-payment services on tar<ation. It should fully implement the law

on electronic signature and adopt specific measures for the implementation of this policy

guidance.

Industrial policy

o BiH needs to complement the initiatives of entities and cantons with a country-wide SME

strategy, in order to avoid market distortions, reduce administrative requirements, and ensure

the equal treatrnent of economic operators throughout the country.

o BiH is encouraged to promote the COSME programme in order to ensure that business

operators and financial intermediaries are fully aware of all the possibilities offered by the

prograrnmes in favour of SMEs. TAIEX assistance can be used for that.

Castoms and taxation

o BiH is urged to adopt rules to enable the implementation of the new customs policy law.

o BiH has to adopt as soon as possible its new VAT law aiming for further alignment with the

acquis.

o BiH should align its definition of independent small breweries, particularly the yearly

production threshold of 400.000 hl, with EU Directive 92l83tEEC.

o The tax administrations in BiH (Indirect Taxation Authority of BiH, Tax Administrations of
the FBiH, RS and Brdko District) are encouraged to make full use of the tools that the

Memorandum of Understanding on data exchange and coordination of June 2016 offers them.
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Internal market and

Banking, insurance and other tinancial services

Company law, accounting and auditing

o BiH needs to demonstrate effective implementation of recently adopted company laws and

regulations and proceed with a comprehensive review of company laws at all levels of
government with the aim to verify its compatibility with relevant EU acquis. The Commission
stands ready to discuss the available means for technical assistance (including peer assessment

review missions and TAIEX assistance).

o BiH and its entities are invited to continue with aligning of legislation on auditing with with
the latest acquis and working on a harmonised set of accounting rules with a view to creating a

single economic space in BiH.

Public procurement

o BiH should invest more efforts in developing transparent public procurement procedures

o BiH needs to proceed with alignment with the 2014 EU Public Procurement Directives,

including legislation on concessions.

Public health policy and consumer protection

. BiH, with the Ministry of Civil Affairs to drive the process, is encouraged to implement public

health reforms based on EU standards and legislation.

r BiH has to ensure closer cooperation between the health authorities of the Entities in the area

of policy planning and implementation, with the aim to ensure equal access to good health

care for all citizens throughout the country, including for citizens from the Br6ko District.

o BiH needs to aligrr with the EU acquis on consumer protection-related issues.

Right of establishment,freedom to provide services and recognition of professional qualifications

o BiH should put more efforts in alignment with the Services Directive in order to support

shaping a business-friendly environment in BiH.

o BiH needs to fully eliminate discriminatory and unbalanced application of laws and

procedures in order to improve the business climate and attract more investment.



. BiH should be aware that the Directive is a complex instrument and alignment will require

careful plaruring, preparation and resources.

o BiH is encouraged to start by adopting a horizontal law and subsequently screen existing
legislation in order to identify the inskuments which will have to be amended.

o BiH is encouraged to step up efforts to progress on further reforms of postal services, in
particular as regards the establishment of a legal framework for providing universal postal

services across the country, and the adoption ofa stateJevel strategy for postal services.

. BiH has only adopted a general roadmap for the implementation of the Professional

Qualifications' Directive 20051361E,C despite the need for more and faster progress.

Competirton and State Aid

. BiH is encouraged to further align competition law with the EU acquis.

. BiH should improve the functioning of the Competition Council, which is still hampered by

ethnicity based veto rights and very strict deadlines.

. BiH is encouraged to devise a smoother nomination procedure for the nomination of the

members of the Competition Council

o BiH is encouraged to fully and uniformly implement the state aid legislation in the entire

territory of BiH.

o BiH is urged to make the necessary arrangements for the availability of the financial resources

for the functioning of the State Aid Council and its Secretariat

o BIH should proceed with alignment of the aid schemes with the state aid rules.

o BiH needs to increase advocacy activities with the aim to raise awareness among grantors of
the need to notify new aid schemes and ensure compliance with the state aid law.

I ntellectual, Indu strial and Commercial policy
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Innova information societv and social

Employment

o BiH is urged to develop and adopt a country-wide sector Strategy on Employment as a

precondition for accessing EU sector budget support.

o BiH needs to monitor the effects of the new entityJevel labour laws to establish whether the

reforms yield results.

o BiH is invited to harmonise statistics on the labour market, including the analysis of
employment rates and of poverfy rates.

o BiH is urged to increase incentives to work, in particular through better capacities to offer
employment services and implementation of active labour measures to address high

unemployment, notably youth unemployment, and provide effective support to job seekers.

o BiH has integrate gender equality in all areas of labour market reform in order to promote

women's employment and economic opportunities.

Developments on labour legislation

o BiH authorities are encouraged to develop autonomous social dialogue, modemise health and

safety laws and harmonise them between the entities, establish a system of coordination of
social security schemes within BiH, improve and better implement social protection and social

inclusion policies particularly for disadvantaged people, such as persons with disabilities and

the elderly.

o BiH has to follow up and implement the measures included in the 2016 Economic Reform

Programme for BiH and pursue the implementation of the second phase of the Reform Agenda

20ts-2018.

Education, training, youth and culture

. BiH should complete and harmonise the legislative framework on education at all levels of
govemment.

o BiH is urged to update the strategic framework in education, including on vocational

education and training (VET) and strengthen ministerial coordination via the Conference of
Education Ministers.
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. BiH authorities need to ensune an effective system for quality assurance in higher education in
BiH by strengthening the capacity of State-level education agencies to develop EU standards,

establishing an effective coordination mechanism in the FBiH entity and improving

cooperation between responsible bodies across the country.
o BiH is invited to increase pre-school participation and to develop measures supporting the

transition to employment in all education sectors (higher education, secondary education, and

vocational education and training), including the development of entrepreneurial skills.
. BiH is encouraged to adopt occupational standards for teachers, to implement the outcome-

based Common Core Curriculum, to establish national statistics in line with international

requirements and to develop the Qualification Framework for Bosnia and Herzegovina.

o BiH needs to ensure an inclusive education system without ethnic-based separation and

discrimination ("2 schools under one roof' phenomenon).

o BiH is invited to complete the ratification process for the Regional Youth Cooperation Office
agreement.

Reseqrch and innovution

o BiH has to step up efforts to sfengthen its research and innovation capacity and adopt its

Strategy on Research 2016-2021.

o BiH is encouraged to improve the administrative capacities and coordination in Research and

Innovation to enable the country to fully benefit from participation to EU programmes, as well

as to increase efforts to recover the contribution paid into Horizon 2020.

e BiH should develop and submit the refined 'ERA Priorities - Implementation Roadmap'

document in the form of a fully-fledged ERA Action Plan.

o BiH should participate in the annual European Innovation Scoreboard Activity, starting from

2017.

o BiH is invited to step up involvement in Research Infrastructure projects (ESFRD as an area of
immediate potential for further successful project participation, as well as to participate in

Open Access, Open data and European Open Science Cloud programmes.

Information society and media (including telecommunication strateg; digital switchover)

o BiH is urged to complete the adoption procedures of the Telecommunication Policy for 2Ol7-

202t.

o BiH should take further steps in harmonising the E-signature Law with the EU acquis, and in

ensuring the full functioning of the Office for Supervision and Accreditation within the BiH

Ministry of Communication and Transport.

o BiH should align the new draft Law on Electronic Communications with the EU acquis.

o BiH is urged to introduce as a priority the emergency number 112 throughout the country.

o BiH is expected to ensure the full functionality and the political, financial and operational

independence of the Communication Regulatory Authority.

. BiH is urged to accelerate the digitalization process and to complete the digital switchover

with no further delays.

Puhlic Broadcasrtng Service (PBS) - independence andtinancial sustainability

o BiH is urged to adopt and implement with no further delays an adequate fee collection model

to ensure the financial sustainability and political independence of the Public Broadcasting

System.

o BiH should establish the Public Services Broadcasting Corporation as joint body for all three

Public Broadcasters, as provided for in the law.



, environment and al

Connectivig agenda and reform measures

o BiH needs to accelerate the implementation of connectivity reform measures on both transport

and energy, e.g. concluding negotiations with Croatia on the rail border crossing agreement

and related Protocols.

o BiH has to advance preparations for the Gradi5ka bridge and maintain a steady pace in the

construction of the Svilaj bridge as a visible outcome of the connectivity agenda.

o BiH was reminded that funding of future connectivity projects depends on progress regarding

reform measures.

. BiH has to put equal efforts and engagement in preparation of future connectivity investments

in the area ofenergy, particularly electricity.

Energt

Countrywide strategy

o BiH is urged to proceed with drafting and adoption of the countrywide framework strategy in

time for the Trieste Summit in order to open the door for future EU funding, to ensure the

country's future security of supply and its sustainable economic development.

Implementation of the Energy Community Treaty obligations

o BiH is urged to proceed as fast as possible with rectifuing the serious and persistent breach of
obligations stemming from the Energy Community Treaty in the field of natural gas, in order

to avoid further sanctions by the Ministerial Council of the Energy Community.

o BiH has to swiftly adopt the National Energy Efliciency Action Plan and related legal

provisions which are in the area of energy efficiency the subject of a Reasoned Opinion in

dispute settlement cases of the Energy Community Secretariat.

Electricity market opening

o BiH needs to replace the existing State level laws with the new draft law, harmonise entity

laws accordingly in full compliance with the 3d Energy package and deregulate generation

prices in the RS, in order to strive for a fully functional electricity market.

Hydropower development

o BiH should develop a strategic approach in this area in compliance with the envisaged

Framework Energy Strategy and the Regional Strategy for Sustainable Hydropower in the

Western Balkans.

o BiH has to ensure that concessions for developing hydropower plants are issued with respect

to the environmental acquis (i.e. Water Framework Directive, nature protection legislation)

and following qualifred environmental assessments (EIA, SEA).
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Transport

o BiH should develop a countrywide road safety strategy with clear objectives and concrete

measures, supported by relevant statistics.

o BiH is encouraged to put more efforts in improving road safety through combining

enforcement measures (frnes) with i.a. road safety audits and awareness raising campaigns,

given the still high road fatality rate despite some progress in recent years.

o BiH has to continue with drafting laws applicable to the transport of dangerous goods.

o BiH needs to proceed with the rehabilitation and development of the transport and navigation

on the Sava River Waterway as recommended by the International Commission for the Sava

River Basin.

. BiH needs to make steady efforts for completion of planning and execution of all the projects

required to achieve the objectives of the "Framework Agreement on the Sava River Basin"

including those requiring cross-border cooperation with Slovenia and Serbia.

. BiH has to put a lot more efforts in setting up a properly functioning transport market with a

harmonised regulatory framework harmonised with EU legislation and complementing the

envisaged investrnents into improving the transport infrastructure.

Environment

Countrywide strategy

o BiH needs to ensure the effective implementation of the countrywide Environment

Approximation Strategy (EAS), adopted by the CoM the day before the SA Committee

meeting, at all levels of govemment.

o Furthermore BiH has to strengthen its administrative and monitoring capacity as well as to

improve inter-institutional coordination.

o BiH is urged to formalise the procedures on appointing and functioning of the National Focal

Points for the implementation of environmental conventions.

o On waste management, BiH is encouraged to proceed with the implementation of waste

related acquis and to follow up the findings of the study on waste management in the Western

Balkans, which prepared a roadmap for alignment i.a. for BiH.

. On nature protection, BiH is urged to enhance alignment with the relevant EU acquis.
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Environmental Impact assessment (EIA)

While applying the EIA procedure, it is crucial for BiH authorities to provide for a high

quality of assessment including cumulative impact and transboundary issues, and provide for
proper public consultations.

Climate change

BiH is expected to develop legislation as well as sectoral action plans to enable the

implementation of the Low-carbon Development and Adaptation to Climate Change Strategy

in line with the EU 2030 Framework for Climate and Energy Policies.

BiH is expected to prepare its National Adaptation Plan by the end of 2017.

BiH needs to strengthen the administrative capacity at all levels, and in particular in support of
the implementation of its Nationally Determined Conkibution (NDC).

BiH has to shift the focus on implementation of the Paris Agreement, particularly of the NDC.

This requires i.a. mainstreaming of climate change policy into all economic sectors, such as

energy, transport and agriculfure, as well as raising climate change awareness.

and Fisheries (including Food Safety, Veterinary and Phyto-sanitary)

Agricultural and rural development

o BiH is urged to adopt a national multi-annual rural development strategy, an action plan and

multi-annual budgets with a view to the possible inclusion of Agriculture and Rural

Development into IPA II sector supporl for BiH, including support to farmers.

o BiH needs to adopt the new state-level draft Laws on Food Safety and on Veterinary as well

as the changes of the Law on Agriculture and Rural Development, establishing EU compliant

chain of command and the official food and feed controls system, so that the BiH

administration could act as a competent authority in accordance with the EU law

Veterinary, phyto-sanitary and food safety matters

. BiH needs to further align its legislation on veterinary, phyto-sanitary and safety matters with

the EU acquis, including a food and feed control system'

o BiH is urged to allocate the necessary budget for efficiently handling animal disease control

measures, in particular in the areas of rabies and brucellosis. Related to the aforementioned,

the implementation of vaccination campaigns against rabies in 2017 and 2018 remain yet to be

covered.

o BiH is encouraged to introduce the new plant varieties into the BiH variety list for smooth

trade flow, certification and marketing.
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