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EU Recommendations - Horizontal issues and international conventions 

• Overarching recommendations for Environment and Climate: BiH is urged to fully 
implement the Sofia Declaration on the Green Agenda for the Western Balkans, and to 
strengthen efforts to move towards a circular, climate-neutral, resource efficient and 
competitive economy. 

• Under the lead of MoFTER, and on the basis of an agreed single integrated plan (Q3/2023), 
BiH should urgently start implementing the BiH Environmental Approximation Strategy 
(EAS), adopted in May 2017.  This should align with EU acquis developments and 
accordingly ensure revision, transposition and implementation of environmental legislation, 
countrywide.   There should be annual reporting on progress.   

• Complementing the countrywide BiH Environmental Approximation Strategy, BiH should 
then adopt the consolidated countrywide Environmental Protection Strategy and Action 
Plan (Q4/2023), to ensure sound strategic planning in the environment sector and that 
implementation will take place in a coordinated and harmonised manner.  

• BiH needs to ensure harmonised countrywide alignment with the Directives on 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) 
(Q4/2023) and considerably strengthen their enforcement, as well as implementation of 
provisions related to public access to environmental information and public participation 
in the decision-making process.  

• To make progress in the area of environment, enhancing environmental protection and 
aligning with the EU acquis, BiH needs to strengthen its administrative capacities and 
monitoring systems and clearly improve inter-institutional coordination among relevant 
authorities.  

• BiH needs to provide the - currently lacking - clear, consistent and consolidated information 
on progress made, to avoid fragmented or separate uncoordinated actions. 

• To enhance the implementation of environmental conventions to which BiH is a signatory 
party and in order to ensure undisputed representation and systematic reporting on behalf 
of BiH, BiH should urgently formalise a procedure for appointment of the National Focal 
Point for BiH (Q3/2023).   
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EU Recommendations – Climate action 

• To ensure a strategic approach on systematic alignment with the climate acquis and its 

effective implementation, BIH should draft (Q4/2023) and adopt (Q2/2024) a Climate 

Law.  

• BiH should prioritise alignment with the Governance Regulation (Q2/2024), MRV-

legislation (Q2/2024) and the EU Emissions Trading System.  

• BiH needs to take into account all relevant strategies and respective plans, particularly in 

the energy sector, to facilitate the implementation of the Paris Agreement and enable 

decarbonisation of the country’s economy, in line with the objectives of the Green Agenda 

for the Western Balkans, to which it has committed. 

• BiH needs to finalise and provide the draft integrated national energy and climate plan 

(NECP)  to the Energy Community Secretariat by 30 June 2023 and adopt it, in line with 

the Energy Community’s recommendations (Q2/2024). 

• BIH should urgently report on the implementation of the updated National Determined 

Contribution (NDC) 2020-2030 under the Paris Agreement (Q2/2023). 

• In order to not miss the opportunities of the green transition, BiH should focus on a coal 

phase-out and investment in renewables, improve and strengthen its administrative 

structure and the inter-institutional cooperation on climate change, in order to step up 

climate action in a sustainable manner, beyond the current project-by-project basis.  This 

applies in particular to the implementation of the Nationally Determined Contribution 

which is country/economywide. Awareness raising activities should also increase. 



4 

 

 

 



5 

 

 

 



6 

 

 

 

 

 



7 

 

 

 

 

 



8 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

  

  

 

EU Recommendations - Passenger rights (all transport modes) 

• BiH should make further progress towards the implementation of the EU acquis on 

passenger rights in all modes of transport by Q4/2023. 


